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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2014

June 12: DIG Meeting 7 pm
June 21: CIG Meeting 10 am
June 25:: General Meeting, LDS Church, 7:00pm
July 5: Beginners Breakfast, Star, 9:00am
No General Meetings, in July or August

DNA Interest Group
DIG Meeting Thursday, June 12, 2014

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

We will be folowing up on topics covered at the last 
meeting and discussing uploading results to other sites.

There will be time for some general questions.
- Presented by Vernon Smith

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, June 21, 2014
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: Open Discussion

- No facilitator

Welcome to the New Officers for 2014 - 15
President - Sierra Pope

1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

MCGS General Meeting
Wednesday, June 25, 2014, 7:00pm

“Writing Your Family History”
presented by Marilyn Geary

Become a genealogical detective in this vital session. 
You’ll learn to track ancestors like a bloodhound, 

sniffing out holes in your research and getting missing 
information on the record.

Marilyn L. Geary is a writer and oral historian.  
Through Circle of Life Stories, a history preservation 
service, she helps individuals, families, and organiza-
tions save their stories.  She has also written a local 
history column Traces of Old San Rafael for the San 

Rafael Patch.

Saturday Breakfast, July 5, 2014, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited

for breakfast on a Saturday each month at 
Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd. in Novato at

9:00am. Join us for food and discussion. 

There will not be a General Meeting
in July or August to allow for vacation time.

Please remember to bring your
recyclable items to our general meetings!

Events continued on page 2
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Upcoming Events

SFBAJGS. Monday, June 16, 2014 at 7:00 pm.
“What Happens to Your Research After You’re 
Gone?”, presented by Patricia Burrow.
Pat, who has been researching her family history for 
a decade, will share some of the things we can do to 
ensure our family history research is preserved for 
future generations.
Congregation Beth Am,
26790 Arastradero Road, Los Altos Hills.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, June 21, 2014, 12:00 pm to 2:30 pm.
“Deeds & Maps: “Brickwall” Busters. ” 
A “brickwall” genealogical puzzle solved, 
presented by Virginia Hershey
Q & A and potluck lunch at Noon
Presentation 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm
The Finley Community Center
2060 West College Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, June 21, 2014, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.
“San Francisco’s Lost Landmarks” 
Author Jim Smith will discuss his latest book that 
is filled with long-forgotten stories and evocative 
photographs. He will talk about the once-familiar 
sites that have faded into dim memories and hazy 
legends.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

2014 International Genetic Genealogy Conference
August 15, 16 and 17, 2014
National 4-H Youth Conference Center 
Washington, D. C
Sponsored by The Institute for Genetic Genealogy
The speakers include many of the most knowledge-
able genetic genealogists and population geneticists 
from around the world.   More at http://i4gg.org/

News of Father’s Day DNA Special here

Events continued from page 1 Meet the Member
A new series featuring each month a different 

member of our Society.
This month it is our new President, Sierra Pope

    I was born in Concord, California.  My father was 
in the Coast Guard so I have lived all over the United 
States.  In fact, I have visited 45 of the states during 
our many cross country trips.  I lived in the military 
housing in Hamilton during my high school years and 
am a Novato High School graduate.  I currently live 
in Novato with my husband and two kids (5 and 3). I 
never thought I would marry a lifetime Novato resi-
dent and live here.  I am very thankful because I love 
living in Marin.
    As a kid I was always fascinated by a set of papers 
my grandmother put together in the mid-80’s that 
outlined the family structure of her side of the fam-
ily.  Working towards a minor in American History 
during college gave me the research skills to start 
looking into the rest of my family.  I was a Junior in 
college when I began actively researching my fam-
ily.  The first information I received was from one of 
my mom’s cousins.  She shared with me stories of my 
Mitchell line that she had already looked into.  After 
finding out that my 3rd great grandmother lost her 
husband one month after the birth of her 15th child 
I was hooked into genealogy for good.  I have been 
actively researching my family for the last 16 years.  I 
have found many stories of good people living solid 
lives.  I have to admit I love finding a good scandal 
and there are plenty in my tree.
    My genealogy hobby has evolved over the years.  
I used to research by myself by writing letters to get 
information.  When I found Ancestry.com in the early 
2000’s, I started interacting more with other research-
ers in message boards.  My next step was to do some 
research in a courthouse in Virginia.  Again, I was 
immediately hooked.  There is nothing like onsite re-
search.  I finally attended a MCGS meeting about five 
years ago.  This opened a whole new world of col-

http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/san-franciscos-lost-landmarks-jim-smith-tickets-11689265909?aff=Calendar
http://i4gg.org/
http://dna-explained.com/2014/06/09/big-y-and-family-finder-sale-plus-100-coupon-for-big-y/


laboration for me.  I have learned so much from what 
my five year old calls “Mommy’s genealogy friends.”     
My hobby took another turn for the better while I 
was pregnant with my younger daughter.  I found the 
world of genealogy blogging by accident.  After read-
ing genealogy blogs for several months, I decided to 
start telling my own story.  I have been writing about 
my ancestors and research for a little over three years 
now.  A couple of years ago, there was an opening in 
the Treasurer position at MCGS.  I made the deci-
sion that it was time to give back to the organization 
that was doing so much for me and volunteered to be 
Treasurer.  This year, I am excited to take on the chal-
lenge of being President of MCGS.  
    Genealogy has taught me that every family unit has 
its stories, challenges, and triumphs.  Knowing these 
stories has helped me to understand how my life was 
shaped by those before me.  I enjoy sharing what I 
know with my extended family and especially with 
my children.     

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 220 North San
Pedro Road, San Rafael
Phone: (415) 479-2793

Wed. & Fri. : 9:00AM to 1:00PM
Tuesday 1:00PM to 9:00PM
Thurs.: 5:00PM to 9:00PM

Closed: Saturday and Monday

Need a ride to meetings? Contact any board mem-
ber for ideas of which members live near you.

Blog Spot
Our website and CIG coordinator, Gene Pennington 
has created a blog for the San Rafael Police Depart-
ment called “Behind the Badge”. The blog features 
articles called “History Watch” written by former 
officer Harry Barbier. Two recent articles are “Show 
Me The Way To Go Home” and  “Bad Boys, Dead 
Boys”. More

A recent blog post by Kitty Cooper discusses
Finding Distant Relatives with Autosomal DNA 
Testing

Please Welcome Our New Members:
Suzanne Demee, Novato, CA
Researching: Demee, Keitzer,Dunham, Gomes, 
Tama.
Helen Clark, Mill Valley, CA
Researching: Clark, Cobb, Rohan, McColga.
Lillian Natt, Fortuna, CA

Tax deductible donations to the Marin County Ge-
nealogicalSociety can be a way to honor a special 
person.The family, or other designated party, will 
receive an acknowledgement of your gift.

Marin Mystery Location

This historic property is located somewhere in 
Marin County. 
Can you identify where it is located?

The solution is upside down below. 

Solution to the June 2014 Mystery Location  
Diekmann’s General Store, Tomales.
This store has served the town of Tomales since 
1867. The Diekmann family ran the store from 
1942 until the death of Bill Diekmann in 2012.

http://sanrafaelpolice.blogspot.com/
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